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Minutes 
Traumatic Brain Injury Advisory Council 

Dorothea Dix Campus, Council Building Rm 201 
Raleigh, North Carolina 

March 14, 2007 
 

Members Present 
Michiele Elliott Tonia Harrison Grey Powell 
Sandra Farmer Stephen Hooper Sharon Rhyne 
Martin Foil Anne King Holly Riddle 
David Forsythe Charles Monnett Elsie Siebelink 
Travis Glass Elizabeth Newlin  
Flora Hammond Jo Perkins  

 
Members Absent 

David Atkinson Marilyn Lash Robert Seligson 
Spencer Clark Patrick O’Brien Jamesa Selleck 
Lynn Freeman Scott Sagraves Tom Winton 

 
Others Present 

Veronica Bohannon Bonnie Lowe Jan White 
Sandy Ellsworth Mike Moseley  
Cary Harrison  Vicki Smith  

 
The meeting was called to order by Sharon Rhyne, Chair, at 10:10 a.m.  Ms. Rhyne welcomed all council 
members and guests. 
 
Approval of Minutes:
Ms. Rhyne requested that members review the minutes from the December 13, 2006 council meeting. 
Motion: made by Holly Riddle, seconded by Liz Newlin to accept the minutes as presented.  The minutes were 
unanimously approved. 
 
TBI Proclamation 
Jan White introduced Michael Moseley, Director of Division of Mental Health/DD/SAS.  Mr. Moseley 
commended the Council on their work and read the proclamation signed by Governor Easley proclaiming 
March as TBI awareness month.  He presented the proclamation to Tonia Harrison and Travis Glass, both 
survivors and members of the Council.   
 
Sharon Rhyne thanked Mr. Moseley for the Division’s staff support.  The Council members shared in 
conversations about their frustrations in the lack of funding for TBI treatment and prevention, how hard it is to 
get the funding released from the Administration once it has been approved, the difficulty in presenting to the 
legislature, and various concerns about the military veterans returning with a high incidence of brain injuries.  
Mr. Harrison shared that there is an effort under way to recruit retired veterans to assist returning veterans with 
the paperwork and processes. 
 
Mr. Moseley stated that Governor Easley is working on some of these issues.  The Governor held a summit to 
address the problem of American veterans returning from the war with brain injuries, discussed services that are 
available, how to access and coordinate those services.  This issue can prove to be very difficult when you have 
different medical benefits for the National Guard than the enlisted service people but Mr. Moseley assured the 



 2

Council that Governor Easley is working on ways to address these problems.  The Governor will be sending a 
personal letter to each and every military person from North Carolina that’s returning from the war to let them 
know about the services that are available to them. 
 
Revisiting the TBI Definition 
Mr. Moseley stated that now is the time he would like to begin to look at a TBI Waiver again.  He stated that we 
need to be more aggressive and expand revenue base by increasing federal dollars.  This will need to be done 
with the Division of Medical Assistance.  Mr. Moseley suggested that either a TBI waiver or a restructuring of 
the Medicaid coverage should be considered.  Holly Riddle announced that Robin Cooper, who is an expert on 
Medicaid waivers, will be doing training on this in May for the DD Council. 
 
Dr. Flora Hammond reported that the TBI definition task force met and discussed at length the many ways of 
approaching the re-write of the TBI definition from a clinical standpoint.  It was decided to work on one general 
definition on brain injury and then divide it into the 2 categories of TBI and ABI with no regard at the present 
time for funding constraints.  Dr. Hammond read the draft definition that the task force prepared.  The Council 
suggested removing the verbiage about birth trauma.  After much discussion the definition will be further 
reviewed by the task force and then emailed to the Council for comments, and then brought back for a Council 
vote at the next TBI Advisory Council meeting on June 13, 2007.  Please get your thoughts/comments to Dr. 
Hammond immediately. 
 
Sharon asked for volunteers to develop a list of costs in relation to the definition.  Ms. Rhyne also mentioned 
that we need a work group/task force to work on a “trust fund”.  Ana King will chair this task force.  Grey 
Powell, Charles Monnett, Sandra Farmer, Tonia Harrison, Sandy Ellsworth and Marilyn Lash will sit on this 
task force and report to the Council at the next meeting. 
 
TBI Model System Data 
Dr. Flora Hammond gave a brief overview of the National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation Research 
(NIDRR) TBI model program.  She reported that much data is being collected both at Carolinas Rehabilitation 
and at the other Model Systems facilities.  Ms. Rhyne asked how many people were in this national database 
and Dr. Hammond reported there were at least 6,500.  Additionally, Dr. Hammond reported that the number of 
Model Systems would be declining from 16 to 14 due to funding.  Dr. Hammond went on in detail to describe 
the type of research which is occurring and explained how that data could be used.  She suggested that the 
Advisory Council could determine what information is needed and the data could be used to support that. 
 
DIVISION UPDATES 
Needs Assessment 
Sandy Ellsworth reported that she and Steve Hooper met with Flo Stein to discuss the contract for the Needs 
Assessment.  The $50,000 has been approved for this project.  The contract with the Center for Development 
and Learning (CDL) will start 3/15/07 and be completed by the end of the fiscal year.  The contract looks at all 
data sources already available and makes plans for next steps in assessment process.  Stephen Hooper reported 
that CDL is convening an advisory committee who will look to the future.  Stephen further explained that the 
assessment will look at such things as TBI Model Systems, VR and Project Star and information will be 
organized.  Input for the survey will be compiled from many agencies statewide.  The goal is to look at the 
resources that are already available, compile a list of questions as to what we need to know, what needs 
improving, and how can we enhance what is already available without recreating. 
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Prevention 
Jan White reported that Joan Kaye of the DMH/DD/SAS/CPM Section was instrumental in getting Mike 
Moseley to present at today’s meeting and expressed her gratitude for this.  Jan mentioned that she met with 
Marilyn Lash to discuss Prevention issues.  The new Chair of the Injury Prevention & Surveillance/Public 
Awareness Committee is Liz Newlin and they plan to meet soon.  Since there are no funds at the present time 
for TBI prevention, it is difficult to initiate new programs therefore we continue to work on including TBI 
information in other prevention activities. 
 
Report from the Neurobehavioral Task Force 
Sharon Rhyne updated the Council on the Neurobehavioral task force.  They met on March 7th to identify what 
is needed in North Carolina in the neurobehavioral arena.   Marilyn Lash is the chair of this Task Force which 
will explore ideal NB Programming for our state.  The next meeting is scheduled for April 16.  After that 
meeting a complete report will be compiled by Ms. Lash and be presented at the next Advisory council 
Meeting. 
 
Proposed TBI Legislation 
David Forsythe shared with the Council a copy of House Bill 533 and Senate Bill 486 – Funds for Traumatic 
Brain Injury Services.  This bill requested $750,000 for 2007-08 fiscal year and $750,000 for 2008-09 fiscal 
year to be used to provide support to individuals who received a traumatic brain injury after age 22 and are 
residing in licensed group homes for six or fewer individuals.  This bill would be effective July 1, 2007.  It is 
estimated that this is what is being spent currently in a year on TBI for this group of individuals so this was a 
starting point.  The importance of this bill is that currently if an individual receives a TBI after the age of 22, 
they are not eligible for CAP-MR/DD services.  CAP-MR/DD is the primary funding source for most 
individuals with TBI in small residential settings in our state.  The state currently has a small source of funds to 
assist individuals with TBI at an average rate of $24,000 per person per year.  House Bill 533 and Senate Bill 
486 would appropriate an additional $750,000 which can assist 50-100 additional individuals in our state.  
David requested that the Council vote to support this bill.  Discussion followed.  David will provide a sample 
support letter to the Council to use in supporting this bill.  It is suggested that Council members contact their 
Senators and Representatives and ask for their support of this bill. 
 
MOTION – The TBI Advisory Council will write a support letter for this bill which will then be signed by the 
chair and forwarded to various individuals on the budget appropriation committees.  Motion by David Forsythe, 
second by Ana King.  All voting aye, no abstained.  Motion carried. 
 
Sharon Rhyne returned to the topic of the TBI Waiver and asked the Council if we should begin to develop a 
waiver.  It was suggested to gather DMA and DMH key staff together to work on this. Travis Glass asked how 
many states presently have waivers.  Anne King stated that at least 25 presently have TBI Waivers. 
 
MOTION - Send a letter from the Advisory Council to DMA and DMH to support a TBI waiver.  Motion by 
Martin Foil, second by Charles Monnett.  All voting aye, no abstained.  Motion carried. 
 
Committee Updates – A sign up sheet was passed out for members to select the committee they wish to serve 
on. 
Legislative Policy – Members on this committee are Sandra Farmer-Chair, Grey Powell, Tom Winton, Ana 
King, Holly Riddle, David Forsythe, and Charles Monnett. 
 
Sandra Farmer will get a speaker to talk to the Council at a future meeting about coalition building.  Ms. Farmer 
reported that the Brain Injury Association is part of The Coalition (formerly Coalition 2001).  When you are 
part of this you agree not to go out on your own for other legislative activity.  She reported that TBI will be 
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supported under general DD monies which are being requested.  Ms. Farmer also informed the Council that, 
again this year, the current federal administration has zeroed out the TBI budget (at this point).  She will 
continue to monitor the federal situation and keep the Council informed. 
 
Health Services & Services Delivery – Members on this committee are Michiele Elliott-Chair, David Forsythe, 
Elsie Siebelink, Stephen Hooper, Jo Perkins, and Tonia Harrison. 
 
Jo Perkins reported that the committee needs a new chairperson now that Betty Gardner is off the Council.  
Michiele Elliott will now take this responsibility as chair.  Ms. Perkins and Mr. Forsythe will remain on the 
committee and assist her in this new role. 
 
Injury Prevention & Surveillance/Public Awareness – Members on this committee are Liz Newlin-Chair, Jan 
White, and Vicki Smith. 
 
This committee has just been reformed and will meet for the first time before the next Council meeting. 
 
The remaining meeting dates for 2007 are June 13, 2007, September 12, 2007 and December 12, 2007 
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. on the Dix campus. 
 
Ms. Rhyne thanked everyone for attending.  There being no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 1:25 
p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Veronica Bohannon 
Program Support 
 


